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The particular facilities discussed during workshops were: AC Baths, Great 
Lakes Centre, Taupo Events Centre, Owen Delaney Park, museum, libraries, 
gymnasiums, the climbing wall, pensioner housing, and Turangi sports and 
recreation facilities.

Water treatment 
The government requires Council to upgrade all its water supplies to meet the 
drinking water standards. Council is in the process of upgrading the 
Mangakino, Turangi and Taupo schemes. Because water is paid from targeted 
rates, each community is paying for its own upgrades. Plus, Council got some 
subsidy from the Ministry of Health for the Turangi and Mangakino upgrades. 
This is unlikely to be available for the other schemes.

However that still leaves 18 other water schemes to be upgraded, mostly 
within small communities. The impact on ratepayers would vary for each 
scheme because water schemes are funded from targeted water rates. The 
estimated costs for each upgrade are shown in Figure 3 below.

Figure 3 Water scheme upgrades to meet drinking water standards

Scheme

Estimated 
upgrade cost 

($)

No. of rateable 
properties in each 
scheme to fund the 

upgrade
Legislative 
timeframe

Bonshaw Park 635,000 67 2014/15

Hatepe 611,000 102 2014/15

Kinloch 5,000,000 1181 2013/14

Motuoapa 1,650,000 457 2013/14

Acacia Bay 3,050,000 1131 2013/14

Atiamuri 150,000 78 2014/15

Whakamaru 135,000 72 2014/15

Whakamoenga Pt 95,000 53 2015/16

River Road 100,000 70 2014/15

Omori/ Kuratau/ Pukawa 1,650,000 1266 2013/14

Waitahanui 55,000 45 2015/16

Tirohanga 110,000 95 2015/16

Motutere 75,000 200 2015/16

Waihaha 10,000 37 2015/16

Centennial Dr 10,000 55 2015/16

Council is considering taking longer to meet the drinking water standards than 
government wants, because of the costs for small communities. This is more 
risky than meeting the standards, but the risks are no higher than residents 
currently face. Council is not aware of any one getting a waterborne disease 
from Council water supply. There is a risk of government penalising Councils 
that do this, however, because many other Councils are confronting the same 
issues, we consider the risks to be slight.


